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Aims of Module
This module develops a critical insight into the social framing, forensic investigation and responses to illicit drug
use. 

Learning Outcomes for Module
On completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

1 Critically discuss the framework within which forensic toxicologists and forensic drug analysts work. 

2 Demonstrate problem solving skills in the principles and methodologies used in drug analysis and
toxicological investigations.

3 Critically discuss the wider social, economic and (sub)cultural relations from which drug use emerges.
4 Critically discuss a variety of responses to drug use in society.

Indicative Module Content
Definition of poisons and poisoning; study of the time-dose relationship and ADME. Case studies, interpretation
of results and pharmacokinetics; Substances of abuse; legislation classification, interpretation, sampling,
presentation, expert evidence screening and confirmation analysis. County lines dealing, dark web,
socialisation, youth subcultures, disorganised crime, inequality, deprivation, gender, models of drug uses,
patterns and trends of substance use. 

Module Delivery
This module uses a blended delivery with lectures supplemented by tutorials, practical workshops and
seminars, in addition to self-directed study.



Indicative Student Workload Full Time Part Time

Contact Hours 40 N/A 
Non-Contact Hours 260 N/A 
Placement/Work-Based Learning Experience [Notional] Hours N/A N/A 
TOTAL 300 N/A 
Actual Placement hours for professional, statutory or regulatory body     

ASSESSMENT PLAN
If a major/minor model is used and box is ticked, % weightings below are indicative only.

Component 1
Type: Coursework Weighting: 100% Outcomes Assessed: 1, 2, 3, 4 
Description: One piece of coursework contributes to 100% of the total for this module.

MODULE PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR
Explanatory Text
Case study

Module Grade Minimum Requirements to achieve Module Grade:
A A
B B
C C
D D
E E
F F

NS Non-submission of work by published deadline or non-attendance for examination

Module Requirements
Prerequisites for Module None, in addition to SCQF level 9 entry requirements.
Corequisites for module None.
Precluded Modules None.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
This Module is interdisciplinary, taught by both Forensics and Social Sciences.
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