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Banff and Buchan College and RGU in Degree Link Partnership

Banff and Buchan College (BBC) and The Robert Gordon University (RGU) are working on an exciting joint initiative, the Degree Link Course, which will benefit local students, the college and the university.  The “2+2 degree” initiative will involve students spending two years at the college for their Higher National Diploma (HND), followed by a further two years at RGU for those wishing to progress to a degree.

Students who undertake a Degree Link course at Banff and Buchan College will be automatically guaranteed a place in Year 3 of the appropriate RGU degree if they successfully complete their HND. 

Initially the new Degree Link Courses will be offered in Business & Management, Computing, Design & Technology, Engineering and Social Sciences and the first intake of students is scheduled for September 2003.
Professor John Harper, Vice Principal of RGU and Dean of the Faculty of Health and Social Care explained the background to the project.  “For some time the university has been looking at its HND provision and the consensus was that the resources allocated to HNDs was hindering the development of new degree courses.  Given that we were competing directly with local colleges in some subject areas it seemed sensible that we should explore opportunities for joint collaboration, and mechanisms for widening participation for students.”

Robert Sinclair, Principal of Banff and Buchan College, welcomed the move.  “The degree link programme between our institutions will provide progression opportunities for current and potential students.  The college has always been focused on widening participation and this programme is a fantastic vehicle to promote this.  Students who are currently unable to commit to travelling to Aberdeen for the entirety of a degree programme will be able to commence their studies at the college and progress to a range of agreed degree level provision.”
Professor Bill Stevely, Principal of RGU, echoed this statement.  “The Degree Link programme has the potential to greatly improve access to the university.  We believe that many students who had not previously considered a university degree will complete their HND and realise that they have the potential to push themselves further.  The Degree Link will encourage more students to achieve higher qualifications by easing the transition from school to university.”

Students opting for the Degree Link will have access to a range of facilities at RGU, including the university’s Virtual Campus which allows course material to be delivered via the internet.  This and other support systems will also be provided for students, including transition events for those who opt to continue their studies at the university.

Although students have to enter the programme at year 1 they are under no obligation to progress to university after completing their HND.  Students will also be able to opt for a traditional HND course at Banff and Buchan College.

There will be a photo opportunity of Robert Sinclair and Professor Bill Stevely on Friday 25 April at Banff and Buchan College, Peterhead Learning Centre, South Road, Peterhead at 11.30 am
For interviews on the Degree Link initiative please contact Maggie McGougan at RGU on 01224 262174 or Gordon Scott at Banff & Buchan College on 01346 586100.
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