Inaugural RGU/RSA Lecture by Murray Grigor

To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Royal Designer for Industry (RDI), The Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts (RSA) Scottish Committee is launching a series of events including the Inaugural RSA / RGU Lecture by well-known film maker and exhibition designer, Murray Grigor.

The lecture will take place at 6pm on Wednesday 15 February. Sponsored by Ledingham Chalmers, the lecture is entitled History is Punk and the ever witty and provocative Grigor will challenge assumptions around history, confusing our past and making social progress.

Inverness born, Grigor is a graduate of St Andrews University and RSA Fellow. 

The lecture will be held at RGU’s Aberdeen Business School on Garthdee Road, which was designed by RDI member Lord Foster. The RDI is awarded to people who have achieved sustained excellence in aesthetic and efficient design for industry.

If you would like to attend the lecture contact Barbara Jones, RGU’s Events Co-ordinator, on 01224 262034 or b.a.jones@rgu.ac.uk 
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Murray Grigor – background information
Information about the RSA, founded in 1754 is on www.theRSA.org 

Information about RSA in Scotland is on www.rsascotland.org.uk
The RSA has 25,000 elected Fellows, of whom about 20,000 are in the UK with around 1,200 in Scotland.   It has chapters throughout the United Kingdom, in Ireland, North America, Australasia, India and Brussels.

MURRAY GRIGOR FRSA, FILM-MAKER – BACKGROUND NOTE
Since leaving the BBC in 1967 for his first film on Charles Rennie Mackintosh, which won 5 international awards, he has continued to write and direct films on art, architecture and cultural politics at home and abroad. His many award winners include Sean Connery’s Edinburgh, the theatrically released Big Banana Feet, which helped launch the comedian Billy Connolly, The Architecture 

of Frank Lloyd Wright with Anne Baxter and Eduardo Paolozzi - Sculptor which won the Rodin prize at the 1992 Paris Biennale. 

For the opening of Channel Four in 1982 Grigor created with his wife Barbara Scotch Myths - a wry exposé of Scottish kitsch which questioned why Scotland was so often portrayed in stereotypes of fatigued romanticism. It arose out of an assemblage of ephemera and installation at St Andrews which included an evocation of Fingal's Cave. In its cavern a bust of Mendelssohn witnessed his Hebrides Overture played on a piano roll by Lizst, climaxing in a cascade of water over the keyboards. The exhibition Scotland Creates, on the other hand, celebrated 500 years of Scottish art and design and became the hit of Glasgow’s year as European City of Culture in 1990. Its success was equalled the following year by Seeds of Change - an exploration of Scottish innovation and inventiveness at the Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.

Grigor has directed and co-produced many television series including 

-
Pride of Place - Building the American Dream – Mobil’s eight part one hour PBS series on American architecture with Robert A.M. Stern;

-
Irony Curtain, Channel 4’s series on art and politics between the USA and the USSR in the 20th century 

-
The Face of Russia with James Billington, the Librarian of Congress for WETA, Washington DC. 

His documentary on the Italian architect Carlo Scarpa opened the 1997 Montreal Festival International du Film sur l’Art which in March 1999 honoured him with a week long retrospective. He was the first recipient of the Royal Television Society Reith Award for “consistent and innovative effort in television”. 

For the last three years Murray Grigor has been researching and writing a proposed series with Sir Sean Connery and a book to mark the tercentenary of the 1707 Treaty of Union between Scotland and England
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