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MODULE DESCRIPTOR
Module Title
Building Pathology 2
Reference SU3035 Version 5
Created June 2017 SCQF Level SCQF 9
Approved July 2005 SCQF Points 15
Amended September 2017 ECTS Points 7.5

Aims of Module
To provide the student with the ability to critically analyse and diagnose the mechanisms of decay and
deterioration of building services and materials as well as system/ framed buildings. The student will also be
provided with the ability to devise interventions strategies with a view to prolonging the life of a building.

Learning Outcomes for Module
On completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

1 Explain the causes of decay and deterioration within non-traditional and non-residential buildings;
2 Examine the importance of deleterious materials;
3 Assess the implications of defective and deteriorating services; 
4 Develop intervention strategies for building defects and deterioration in building structure and envelope. 

Indicative Module Content
This module will explore the process associated with biological, chemical and physical building fabric
deterioration. The student will study the process of inspection, diagnosis and prognosis of building fabric defects
and prepare a number of repair strategies for system and framed buildings. The module will also investigate the
influence that deleterious materials have on the serviceability of buildings. We will explore how the deterioration
of the different elements of internal building structure are interconnected and often lead to progressional failure.
The module will investigate different levels of intervention strategies and how they are influenced by Client
constraints as well as the building?s functional, performance, user and statutory requirements. Health and safety
of occupants will be investigated within the context of hazardous and deleterious materials and students will
investigate their statutory responsibilities when they are required to deal with such materials. 

Module Delivery
This module will be delivered by a full range of learning and teaching techniques in the context of professional
practice requirements. This module will develop the independent learning abilities of the student by the use of
case studies and workshops. 
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Indicative Student Workload Full Time Part Time

Contact Hours 35 N/A 
Non-Contact Hours 115 N/A 
Placement/Work-Based Learning Experience [Notional] Hours N/A N/A 
TOTAL 150 N/A 
Actual Placement hours for professional, statutory or regulatory body     

ASSESSMENT PLAN
If a major/minor model is used and box is ticked, % weightings below are indicative only.

Component 1
Type: Coursework Weighting: 100% Outcomes Assessed: 1, 2, 3, 4 
Description: One piece of individual based assessment in the form of a report.

MODULE PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR
Explanatory Text
In order to pass the module students must achieve 40% or greater.

Module Grade Minimum Requirements to achieve Module Grade:
A 70% or better
B 60% or better
C 50% or better
D 40% or better
E 35% or better
F Less than 35%

NS Non-submission of work by published deadline or non-attendance for examination

Module Requirements
Prerequisites for Module None.
Corequisites for module None.
Precluded Modules None.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
Where appropriate mixed discipline team working will be encouraged.
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