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Prerequisites for Module

None, in addition to SCQF 10

entry requirements or equivalent.

Corequisite Modules

None.

Precluded Modules

None.

Aims of Module

To introduce the student to the

application of psychological

theory within the particular

context of the criminal and civil

justice system, including an

assessment of the role of the

Memory: disorders of memory,

false or recovered memory debate,

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and

dissociative disorders, false

confessions. 

Offender profiling. 

Offenders: risk and recidivism. 

Children and crime.

Indicative Student Workload

Contact Hours Full Time

Lectures 12

Seminars 12

Directed Study  

Directed Study 50

Private Study  

Private Study 76
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assessment of the role of the

forensic psychologist.

Learning Outcomes for

Module

On completion of this module,

students are expected to be able

to:

1.Critically analyse

psychological perspectives on

criminal behaviour.

2.Evaluate the contribution of

theoretical and applied

psychology to the legal setting.

3.Critically appraise the reliance

upon various psychological

techniques (including eye

witness testimony and

interviewing methods used by

the legal profession.)

4.Distinguish a range of mental

disorders or psychological

abnormalities that may affect

an individual's performance in

a forensic context, and

evaluate the alternative

treatments or disposals

available.

Indicative Module Content

Introduction to forensic

psychology and theoretical

overview of the role of the

forensic psychologist.

Introduction to legal systems. 

Juries and decision making. 

Psychological theories of crime. 

Mode of Delivery

Lecture based delivery, but with

student led seminars/workshops.

Assessment Plan

Learning Outcomes

Assessed

Component

1 
1,2,3,4

Component 1 will be assessed by

written Coursework.
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