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Aims of Module
This module aims to provide students with a grounding in evolutionary psychology to supplement their
understanding of social constructivism gained elsewhere. Key themes will include the impact of Darwinian
natural selection on aspects behaviour including cooperation, conflict, partner choice and culture.

Learning Outcomes for Module
On completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

1 Demonstrate understanding of evolutionary theories and their application in explaining psychological
processes. 

2 Critically evaluate the methods and theoretical framework employed in evolutionary psychology.
3 Critically demonstrate knowledge of the history of evolutionary psychology and its development. 

4 Critically analyse research papers and synthesize information to add an extra layer of analysis to findings
from cognitive and biological psychology. 

Indicative Module Content
A denial of human nature? The historical origin of evolutionary psychology. Methodology in evolutionary
psychology. Genotypes and phenotypes. Mate selection. Cooperation and conflict. Intersexual/intergenerational
conflict. Hormones and behaviour. Evolutionary psychology and cognitive functions. Culture. 

Module Delivery
This module is based on lectures and workshops. It also requires students to undertake a careful and critical
reading of relevant literature.



Indicative Student Workload Full Time Part Time

Contact Hours 24 N/A 
Non-Contact Hours 126 N/A 
Placement/Work-Based Learning Experience [Notional] Hours N/A N/A 
TOTAL 150 N/A 
Actual Placement hours for professional, statutory or regulatory body     

ASSESSMENT PLAN
If a major/minor model is used and box is ticked, % weightings below are indicative only.

Component 1
Type: Practical Exam Weighting: 100% Outcomes Assessed: 1, 2, 3, 4 
Description: Component 1 will consist of an exam

MODULE PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR
Explanatory Text
Grade D or above must be achieved in all components to achieve a module pass.

Module Grade Minimum Requirements to achieve Module Grade:
A A for Component 1 
B B for Component 1 
C C for Component 1 
D D for Component 1 
E E for Component 1 
F F for Component 1 

NS Non-submission of work by published deadline or non-attendance for examination

Module Requirements
Prerequisites for Module None, in addition to SCQF 9 entry requirements or equivalent.
Corequisites for module None.
Precluded Modules None.
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