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Approved April 2019 SCQF Points 30
Amended March 2021 ECTS Points 15

Aims of Module
To enable the student to undertake a substantial professional computing science project. Students are expected
to apply practical and analytical skills to design, implement and critically evaluate a solution to a problem that
meets a real need. Students will demonstrate in-depth research, technical, problem-solving, innovation and
creativity skills. Students will have to conform to the appropriate university and BCS codes of practice and
ethical requirements.

Learning Outcomes for Module
On completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

1 Conduct requirements gathering, research relevant literature and analyse similar products in order to
formulate a problem in the computing science field.

2 Critically evaluate existing literature around and identified problem space, considering areas of risk and
analyzing the legal, social, ethical and professional issues relevant to the research area.

3 Demonstrate a professional understanding of project planning, scheduling and time management, including
professional interactions with project stakeholders and project supervisors.

4 Select and apply suitable technologies and appropriate analysis, design, implementation, testing and other
relevant techniques to develop an appropriate project solution.

5
Describe, critically evaluate and defend a research project or problem solution using appropriate quantitative
and/or qualitative methods and interpret the results obtained in the form of a professionally documented
report and demonstration.



Indicative Module Content
There is no formal syllabus for this module. Students may be allocated to a project area (guided by their
preferences). The topics may arise from a collaboration with industry or from existing research and
development activities within the School. Students may also propose their own project topics; in such cases, the
project supervisor will assess the proposed project to ensure that it is at the appropriate level and that the
necessary resources are available. Students will develop their project specification and plan their project in
conjunction with their project supervisor.

Module Delivery
An initial lecture session followed by individual supervision from project supervisors on a regular basis to direct
the student as needed and provide feedback on work submitted as the project progresses. The student is able
to call on expert guidance throughout the project development lifecycle. There will be an oral presentation of the
project, designed to allow the student to practice their presentation skills. The student will produce a summary
poster and a final project report.

Indicative Student Workload Full Time Part Time

Contact Hours 64 N/A 
Non-Contact Hours 236 N/A 
Placement/Work-Based Learning Experience [Notional] Hours N/A N/A 
TOTAL 300 N/A 
Actual Placement hours for professional, statutory or regulatory body     

ASSESSMENT PLAN
If a major/minor model is used and box is ticked, % weightings below are indicative only.

Component 1
Type: Coursework Weighting: 100% Outcomes Assessed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Description:

The coursework for this module is the creation of the Masters Project report and presentation that
demonstrates the whole project process (research, design, implementation and evaluation) of a
substantial research artefact. Full details of this assessment are available in the MSci Project
Handbook.
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MODULE PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR
Explanatory Text
The calculation of the overall grade for this module is based on 100% weighting of a single coursework. An
overall minimum grade D is required to pass the module.

Module Grade Minimum Requirements to achieve Module Grade:
A The student needs to achieve an A in the coursework.
B The student needs to achieve a B in the coursework.
C The student needs to achieve a C in the coursework.
D The student needs to achieve a D in the coursework.
E The student needs to achieve an E in the coursework.
F The student needs to achieve an F in the coursework.

NS Non-submission of work by published deadline or non-attendance for examination

Module Requirements
Prerequisites for Module None.
Corequisites for module None.
Precluded Modules None.
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