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MODULE DESCRIPTOR
Module Title
Law Masters Research Project
Reference BSM803 Version 3
Created August 2021 SCQF Level SCQF 11
Approved March 2017 SCQF Points 30
Amended September 2021 ECTS Points 15

Aims of Module
To provide the student with the opportunity to plan and execute an extended research-based study into an
approved topic and to report the findings through a short dissertation or report.

Learning Outcomes for Module
On completion of this module, students are expected to be able to:

1 Identify a suitable topic for a research-based dissertation or report and carry out a comprehensive literature
review related to this.

2 Formulate a research proposal and translate this into a feasible plan for its execution and completion within
the timescale available.

3 Critically evaluate a range of appropriate research methods, and use the selected one(s) in a competent
and professional manner.

4 Analyse and critically evaluate the results obtained from research.

5 Produce a 7000 word dissertation or report on the topic written to professional standards and, if required,
orally present and defend the same.

Indicative Module Content
This will be specific to each individual dissertation/ report. Normally will involve: research proposal; research
methods; literature review; critical analysis and evaluation of research material; findings/recommendations.

Module Delivery
The dissertation/ report is prepared under the direction of an academic supervisor. 

file:/E:/UploadFolders/modulepdfs/html/act_initialise.cfm?Descriptor=BSM803&Revision=3


Indicative Student Workload Full Time Part Time

Contact Hours 20 20 
Non-Contact Hours 280 280 
Placement/Work-Based Learning Experience [Notional] Hours N/A N/A 
TOTAL 300 300 
Actual Placement hours for professional, statutory or regulatory body     

ASSESSMENT PLAN
If a major/minor model is used and box is ticked, % weightings below are indicative only.

Component 1
Type: Coursework Weighting: 100% Outcomes Assessed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Description: Assessment will be based on the 8000 word dissertation or report, and if required, oral
presentation.

MODULE PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR
Explanatory Text
Component 1 comprises 100% of the module grade. To pass the module, a D grade is required. 

Module Grade Minimum Requirements to achieve Module Grade:
A A
B B
C C
D D
E E
F F

NS Non-submission of work by published deadline or non-attendance for examination

Module Requirements

Prerequisites for Module Satisfactory completion of the Pg Certificate and Pg Diploma Stages of
the course. 

Corequisites for module None.
Precluded Modules None.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
The subject specific bibliography will be determined by the dissertation topic.
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